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by the British Government to make terms with rebellion,
The choice of De Valera seemed to aggravate the injury; he
had organised the treacherous massacre of the Sherwood
Foresters in Easter Week 1916; his life had been spared on the
plea that he was an American citizen; he had incited the Irish
to the boycott and murder of the police; from the comparative
safety of the United States he had gloried in that" Red Sunday "
when fourteen British officers were murdered in their bedrooms;
yet when he was at last caught in Blackrock and brought to
Dublin Castle " a personal order came by telegram from Lloyd
George that he was to be released at once,"2
The British Government may have been encouraged to these
negotiations by the spread of Irish outrage to England. Cases
of arson and murder were reported at various places, and papers
captured in Dublin discovered plans to destroy the shipping of
Liverpool and the electrical plant of Manchester. There were
international exigencies which pushed in the same direction.
On the 19th August, 1921, Tim Healy wrote to his brother:
" Lloyd George cannot visit Washington until he has settled
with Ireland, and this is the only pull we have on him." How-
ever it came about, so it happened.
Shortly after he had been made a Lord of Appeal, Carson was
lunching with Bonar Law when he was told that the Prime
Minister urgently wanted to see him.
" I am going to tell you something which will surprise you
very much," said Mr. Lloyd George when they met.
" What is that ? " said Carson.
" The game is up," Mr. Lloyd George replied, and he went
on to say that the Government could not get the troops to go
on in Ireland, and so " We shall have to give in."
" Why do you tell this to me ? " asked Carson.
" I thought you had a right to know," replied Mr. Lloyd
George.
The three met again that night at dinner, when the Prime
Minister more fully explained his position.
** Of course," he said, " I shall have to go, because of the
way the police have supported me I cannot be responsible for
the surrender." And he went on to explain to Carson how he
* Denis Gwynn, De Valera, p. 180.